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May 24, 1951 


Mr. David C, Baer 
1200 Bissonnet 
Houston 5, Texas 
Dear David: 

Congratulations upon your attractive new 
magazine, TEXAS ARCHITECT. I am sure it will 
contribute vastly to the work of the Society. 
Please put me on the mailing list. 

With kindest wishes, I am 


Sincerely yours, 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO ARCHITECTS 


SUBJECT: 3/16 INCH THICKNESS VS. 1/8 INCH THICKNESS ASPHALT 
TILE FLOORS 


. . Asphalt Tile was originally designed for heavy traffic 
and for several years, was used almost exclusively in the thick- 
ness of 3/16 inch on the floors of schools and other public 
buildings. With the development of light colors, the و‎ inch 
thickness was introduced in order to hold down the cost per 
square foot, so as to compete with linoleum in light traffic areas. 
When the demand for asphalt tile outran the production capacity 
of the industry, shortly after the end of the last war, most of the 
manufacturers promoted the ¥% inch tile for all classes of floors 
so that they would be able to spread their production volume 
further. That brought about the use of 1⁄4 inch tile on many 
floors where a thicker asphalt tile should have been used. 


The thickness of 3/16 inch asphalt tile is 50% greater than 
و(‎ inch, and theoretically it should last at least 50% longer. 
However, it will be found in actual use that in most instances 
where asphalt tile is worn down to a thickness of approximately 
1/16 inch that it starts to give trouble because of not having 
sufficient strength to stand up under traffic. Therefore, a simple 
calculation will show that 3/16 inch tile will have twice the 
effective life of !g inch tile. 


Although 3/16 inch tile is priced at 50% more than ' inch 
tile, its cost of labor for installation per square foot is practically 
the same as the 1⁄4 inch. This combination of longer wear and 
with the same cost of labor for installation would indicate a 
saving to the owner of the floor over the number of years in 
which it is used. 


We have completed expansion and modernization of our 
Houston, Texas, plant, and with the larger capacity we are able 
to supply the demand in this area for 3/16 inch AZROCK on 
jobs on which it is required. 


Cordially Yours, 
UVALDE ROCK ASPH ALT CO. 


Makers of AZROCK ond AZPHLEX Asphalt Tiles 
Frost Bank Bldg. San Antonio, Texas 


At A.l.A. Convention 
ARCHITECTS GIRD FOR THE EMERGENCY 


By DAVID C. BAER 
Chairman, T.S.A. Public Relations and Information Committee 


Notional defense emergency, with major 
emphasis upon building industry controls, 
urban decentralization ond dispersal, ond 
the architectural aspects of civil defense, 
held the attention of the nation’s architects 
at the 83rd convention of the American 
Institute of Architects 

With a theme of "Designing for Perma- 
nence in Times of Crisis” the convention 
keynote was sounded by John Ely Burchard, 
dean of humanities, at ۸۸۱۲. Architecture 
in the service of monkind was also enunici- 
oted by the closing speaker, Joseph G. Hud- 
nut, deon of the graduate school of design, 
Harvard University 

“Architects ore willing to sacrifice to save 
scarce materials during this time of emer- 
gency but they insist that other industries 
do the some,” Ralph Walker of New Yark, 
president of the AJA, declored in opening 
the convention 

"|t ts evident," he commented, “that while 
industry must make sovings in the use of 
critical materiols, we have the right to insist 
that the militory forces of the notion also 
must moke substitutes becouse these mo- 
tenals now in short supply are apt to be a 
cause of concern for a long time to come” 

President Walker indicated thot scarcities 
will nat need to handicap the architects too 
greatly in their operations À sense of 
modernity in building does not depend upon 
a woste of materials, especially in ordinary 
construction where modern life can be lived 
just as well with the materials thot ore not 
in short supply 


"If we are successful we will hove a 
greater influence in osking others to follow 
our example in necessary conservation," 
Wolker soid 


Resolution Asked 

An immediate clarification of the approxi- 
mate volumn of non-defense construction that 
can go forward in 1952 was called for by 
the ALA. in o special resolution adopted 
as the sense of the 83rd meeting The 
resolution, in part, stated that the informo- 
tion is needed now if the construction in- 
dustry is to provide facilities ond employment 
necessary to support the domestic and wor 
economics 


Uniform Materiol Dimensions 

Modular coordination, the principle of the 
uniform material dimensions, is growing up 
fast, o West Virginio orchitect explained 
Not tos long ago, architects were studying 
the new fangled ideo of building with con- 
struction moterials pre-measured four-inch 
ond multiple dimensions Todoy they are 
talking about money-saving ond time-saving 
accomplishments through the use of this 
principle 


Two Speculations on Controls 

Two speculations on building under con- 
trols were voiced by Stoyton Nunn of Hous- 
ton, a panel speaker who stated 

"One speculation leods me to foresee the 
possibility of a prolonged period, say twenty 
years, of ‘defense build-up’ followed by re- 
build-up after rebuild-up under controls 
which might become permanent Ansther 
speculotion leads me to foresee the possi- 
bility of a short period, say five yeors, of 
intense build-up and purposeful action after 
which we might be rid of the necessity for 
building controls.” 

In continuing, he worned of the possibility 
of having building freedoms along with other 
freedoms wonder off ane by one in the 
enveloping fog of control in speculating 

(Continued on Page 22) 


Taking A Broad Look at 
PHOTOGRAPHY IN ARCHITECTURE 


By F. W. SEIDERS 
Associate, Shoemake and Stiles, Photographers 


As architecture is considered one of the 
fine orts, so is photography ploced in this 
some category. Unlike the architect, who 
conveniently con eliminate confusing bock- 
grounds and foregrounds thus allowing flexi- 
bility in his renderings, o photographer is 
limited by the lows of optics, photographic 
materials, and the subject matter present 
GUMEN QS Gar چو‎ ol بجی‎ macie: do 
be photographed, an appealing picture is 
impossible 

Preference for photographs over drawings 
is purely a question of chronology, individuo! 


taste, experience, or choice by the orchitect 
Photographs record structures in a basically 
real medium thot is actual, sharp and 
detailed. By contrast, architectural perspec- 
tives suggest realism, giving impression only 
of the actual details and’ textures 

Architects odmit thot a need for photo- 
graphs does exist, although it is secondory 
to ond suoplements the drawings mode by 
the deliniotor 

Photogrophs reproduced, keep the orchi- 
tecturo! profession informed os to designs 
and unique features, ond create public in- 
terest. Photographic records help preserve 
the original chorocter of the building 

Becouse buildings often represent one of 
the biggest investments made by its owner, 
or owners, there is the pride of the owner 
ond the prestige gained for the orchitect, 
to consider in having a building published 

Photographs provide o virtual “time, travel, 
ond money sover" for the client wha comes 
to his orchitect's office to secure new ideas 
and for the architect ta point out the feo- 
tures the client may like or dislike. Archi- 
tects, through their training, ore capable of 
setting exacting stondards ond of having 
excellent critical foculties The selection of 
the right photographer for architectura! sub- 
jects is o problem in itself, Without knowing 
the quolifications of o good orchitectural 
photogropher this search con be time con- 
suming 

Assuming thot the “top-notch” photogro- 
pher is à good business man, he should 


Venetian towers on Rice Institute Physica 

Laboratory, Houston, framed by the cloister of 

adjoining Lovett Rall. Uses of shadows mini- 

mize foreground, bring out details of bas relief 
on the columns. 


have three basic qualificotions He should 
have mastered the techniques of his pro- 
fession, and fully understand the use of the 
tools of his trade, his comera, film and fil- 
ters, and his developing and printing facili- 
ties 

He should have a strong background in 
the fine arts and fundamentals af composi- 
tion. The photographer should know how 
his instruments differ from other tools of 
creative interpretation He should have gocd 
judgment of adhering to photographic crea- 
tive principles ond should not attempt ta 
imitate an etching, painting, or graphic 
drawing 

He should know fundamentols of archi- 
tecture. He should hove a deep feeling and 


Left, entrance to modern Town House Apartments, Houston. 


understanding of both the fine orts, archi- 
tecture and photography, and be sufficiently 
well informed ta be oble to converse in- 
telligently with his orchitect client. He must 
be able to produce natural, truthful repro- 
ductions af each architectural feature needed 

There ore usually three different per- 
sonalities that can be considered in planning 
orchitectural pictures. The good photogra- 
pher should have the ability to sense these 
First, there is the personality imbued by the 
architect. Second, the personality af the 
internar furnishings Third, the personality 
of those whe use the building and gradually 
weor and chonge it unti! it becomes o re- 
flection of their life The voriety of effects 
obtained by the photographer, some illus- 


Low angles used to em- 


phasize height, with play of light and dark values, which architect used for decorative 
effect. Right, John D. Marr residence, Houston, showing details of am exterior, and at 
eame time recording interior details through use of modern flash photography. 
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Rice Institute SMadium, Houston, photographed in late evening light. Straight concrete 
columns with curves and angles lend to composition of picture. 


trated in the accomponying pictures by the 
outhor, show these personalities 

The artist photographer just described 
rore and in demand everywhere Certainly, 
he is well paid So what about the costs 
of architectural photos. Lensmen with com- 
poroble qualifications in the industrial field 
receive as much os $350 o day plus ex- 
penses For on architect this price 
prohibitive There is, however, a schedule 
of recommended fees for architectural 
photography 

Before considering these, consider some 
of the factors effecting this charge The 
architectural photographer must ask him- 
self the following questions 

Is the job purely illustrative, oc is it 
more the press type photograph? Is the 
picture for studio display or reproduction 
in a magazine? How long will it take to 
set up the picture? How much time will 
consultation. consume? Will there be a 
preliminary trip to the scene of the 
shooting? 

Will it require specialized equipment? 
Over how long a period does equipment 


depreciate? How much equipment will 
have to be loaded into the car and un- 
loaded again? How many exposures will 
it require to get the cight one? How 
about the weather, clouds over the sun, 
etc? How must the pictures be finished 
and mounted? 

How many people unll be required to 
handle the job? Will the client furnish 
someone to assist? Does the assistant 
have to be a competent photographer? 
Will the pictures be shot during day or 
night, on Sundays or holidays? ls it 
imperative that the photo be secured at 
an exact time? | so, should there be an 
“under-the-gun™ charge for the picture? 

How far is the job from the darkroom? 
How many miles of travel are involved? 
(Basic rates apply within three miles of 
the studto.) Will the job cover its share 
of the salaries. overhead and investments? 

A complete commercial photographic price 
survey, recently completed by the photog- 
rophers of Oregon, but applicable to the 
nation, suggests o minimum fee for archi- 
tectural photo work hese charges cre for 


original photogrophy on each assignment, 
including one 8 by 10 print, but not includ- 
ing reprints 

Prices on exterior views range from $750 
to $15, with additional pictures $5 each 
Interior views, requiring artificial light, ronge 
in costs from $850 to $15, with odditiono! 
photos $650 each Varying prices depend 
on whether the pictures are shot during day 
or night, Sundays or holidays 

All negotives except copies are usually the 
lego! property of the studio, but may be 
purchased ot the option of the photogropher 
ot a minimum rote of $350 eoch 

Additional charges on photogrophic work 
might include such things as woiting time 
when transportation is not in the photog- 
ropher's cor, travel expenses when photog- 
rapher furnishes own car, rush service on 
commercial work, blocking and art work, and 
mounting 

Upon reviewing the various foctors con- 
cerned, it is conceivable thot o group of 
photographs could cost os much as $25 
each 

This complete survey is available from 
J. W. Bishop, Secretory, Price Survey Com- 
mittee, 420 S. W. Woshington Street, Port- 


tond 4, Oregon for $150 per copy. Included 
also ore costs on slides, color photography, 
duplicote prints and motion picture work 

With cooperation from the orchitect, the 
photographer can hold expenses down and 
stil! afford himself o reasonable income 
This oppties where numerous photographs ore 
made ot one site, thereby reducing the per 
unit cost. Not only the orchitect, but often 
the owner, ond some materio!l componies 
need publication photographs. By accepting 
coveroge from o number of clients ot each 
building site, the costs per picture can be 
priced upon o quontity basis, resulting in 
lower costs for eoch client involved 

It is not unusual to find in o lorge orchi- 
tecturol firm, employing from three to fifty 
draftsmen, thot one or more of the drafts- 
men is proficient ot the tosk of toking 
acceptable photographs. It hos been noted 
even, that in one of our growing universities 
which hos a photographic department, thot 
the enrallment of architectural students as 
a group wos considerobly larger thon ony 
ather group 

So as architecture is one of the modern 
arts, so is photography, especially photogro- 
phy in orchitecture 


Jefferson Davis Hospital Polio Ward, Houston, showing dramatic use of clouds and 
shadows with good detall in late evening light, on building facing north. Darkened fore- 


ground minimizes the uncut grass before 


andscaping is begun, a situation frequent in 


architectural photography 


TEXAS ARCHITECTS HONORED AT CONVENTION 
SULLIVAN ELECTED TREASURER 


Maurice J. Sullivan, director of the Hous- 
ton Chopter, ALA, has been elected 
Treasurer of the American Institute of Arch- 
itects, with headquarters in Woshington, D. C 
Mr Sullivan is the first executive officer of 
the Institute from this district 

Also elected unanimously wos Edword L. 
Wilson of Fort Worth, os Director of the 
Institute from the Texas Regional District 
ALA 

Glenn Stanton of Portlond, Oregon wos 
elected President. Other officers include 
Kenneth E. Wischmeyer, St. Louis, Ma., first 
vice-president; Norman J. Schlossmon, Chi- 
cogo, Ill, second vice-president, ond Cloir 
W. Ditchy, Detroit, Mich, secretary 

Regional! directors elected to serve to 
1954, beside Wilson, were: Leonard H. Boiley, 
Oklahoma City, Okla., Centrol States Dis- 
trict; G Thomas Harmon, ,اا۱‎ Columbia, S 
C, South Atlontic District; Chorles O. Mat- 
cham, Los Angeles, Calif, Sierro Nevado 
District 

Fellowship in the Institute was conferred 
at the annual dinner upon Treasurer Sulli- 


von, and upon Thomas D. Broad of Dallas, 
retiring Director from the Texas Regional 
District. Thirty-five Fellowships, one of the 
highest honors the Institute can bestow, 
were awarded in the 1951 class 

Herbert Voelcker of Houston wos appoint- 
ed Recorder for the four-doy meeting by 
President Rolph Walker. The Recorder, usual- 
ly o long-time member of the Institute, 
must attend oll sessions, get the nome of 
each speaker from the floor, procure copies 
of oll resolutions and documents submitted, 
ond furnish these to the recording secretary 

TSA. members appointed to nationol 
committees ore: Austin: W W. Dornberger, 
national capitol; Hugh L. McMath educo- 
tion, College Station: Wm Wayne Coudill, 
schoo! buildings; Dallas: Herbert M. Tatum, 
fees; El Paso: Edwin W Carroll, honor 
awards for current work; Fort Worth: Ed- 
word .ا‎ Wilson, judiciary, contract docu- 
ments; Hubert H. Crone, callaboratian with 
NAHB 

Houston: Maurice J. Sullivan, finance; 
John F. Staub, jury of fellows; Kor! Kamroth, 


Maurice J. Sullivan and Edward L. Wilson 
B 


architectural competitions; David C. Boer, 
Chairman, accounting methods ond office 
practice, Wolter T. Rolfe, fellowship proce- 
dure, education; Theodore F. Keller, member- 
ship; Fred J. MacKie, hospitalization and 
public health; Lubbock: Flonon A Klein- 
schmidt, allied orts, Sen Antonio: Raymond 
Phelps architect ond the government; Hor- 
vey Smith, preservation of historic buildings; 
Weslaco: Wm. C. Boxter, chopter offairs 
Leading the program of honor awords 
wos the Houston Coca-Colo Bottling Plant, 
designed by the firm m 
of Stone and Pitts, 
Beaumont, Texos. The 
building wos cited be- 
cause its design aided 
efficient production | 
ond its appearance be 
combined good mer- |, 
chandising with strong 
community relotions Thomas Broad 


Top honors in the hospital closs were 
given the Clearwater County Memorial Hos- 
pital, Bagley, Minnesota, designed by Thor- 
sho and Cerny An award of merit went 
to the St Francis Cobrini Hospital, Alex- 
andria, La, designed by Golemon ond Rolfe, 
Houston 

Eight houses were designated for special 
merit awords by a jury which found itself 
unable ta agree on one of sufficient merit 
ta warront the fop prize Included in these 
wos the work of the firm of Cocke, Bow- 
man ond York, of San Antonio 


Texas architects ond wives attending the 
83rd convention of the Institute were 


David C. Baer, Donald Barthelme, Thomas 
D. Broad and wife, Lee R. Buttrill, Paul T. Ca- 
hill, Ralph H. Cameron, Macon O. Carder and 
wife, Bartlett Cocke, Bil! Cocke, C. 
Cowell and wife, Hubert H. Crane, Leo M. J. 
Dielmann and wife, Sam A. Ellsberry, Goldwin 
Goldsmith, Karl Kamrnth, F. A. Kleinschmidt, 
Martin S. Kermacy and wife, Ernest Langford 
and wife, Foy Martin and wife, Fred MacKie, 
James Morehead, Seth |. Morris, Stayton Nunn 
and wife, Arthur E. Nutter, Joseph J. Patter- 
son and wife, Walter Rolfe, Maurice J. Sulli- 
van and wife, Robert W. Talley, Herbert M. 
Tatum, Arthur E. . Herbert Voelcker 
and wife, Eugene Werlin and wife, Edward L. 
Wilson and wife, Talbott Wilson and wife, and 
William G. Wuehrmann and wife. 


A PLEA FOR ARCHITECTURE 


A coll for a truly international orchitec- 
ture in the service of humonity keynoted the 
opening session of the ALA. convention 
The speoker wos John Ely Burchard, deon 
of humonities ot the Mossochusetts Institute 
of Technology. 


The architecture of o united world, Bur- 
chard contended, would be no orchitecture 
ot all if Soviet power dominates. But in a 
western world, «he said, parophrosing the 
French ort historion Andre Molraux, "the 
West will light its path only by the torch 
it corries, even if it burns its hands, ond 
whot thot tarch is seeking to throw light 
on, ور‎ everything that con enhance the pawer 
and dignity af mon.” Western idealism, must 
ever seek higher expressions in orchitecture 
rother than in buildings which are merely 
practical 


The MET. scholor dealt in sweeping 
strokes with the cultural trends of the mod- 
ern world and the types of orchitecture the 
lost half-century hos seen. The engineering 
architecture seen ot the turn of the century 
wos succeeded by the functional style of 
the period between the two world wors, he 
soid. Architecture today is dominated, per- 
haps, by the individualism of a few greot 
architects, but it is cleorly in transition to 
something else 


The buildings men make ore part ond 
parcel of everything else they do, Burchard 
asserted “We connot detach baroque paint- 
ing or baroque literoture or baroque science 
or even baroque politics," he exploined. To- 
day's building must thus reflect the condi- 
tions and interest of our own times, ond 
those who do not like today’s orchitecture 
should osk themselves whether they do or 
do not really dislike todoy's society 


Those ot odds with modern ort should 
try to influence not ort, but "the direction 
of the culture os monifested by its ethics 
ond its public policy.” 


WE WANT YOU TO KNOW YOUR T.S.A. OFFICERS 


RAYMOND PHELPS, President of the Texas 
Society of Architects, is also Commanding 
General of the Texas State Guard Reserve 
Corps, appointed December 4, 1950, upon the 
death af Lieutenant Generol Cloude Birk- 
heod. A member of the firm of Phelps G 
Dewees G Simmons, 1501-6 Majestic Building, 
Son Antonio, President Phelps come up 


through both the architectura! ond military 
ranks the hard woy 


Born in San Antonio 
a few years before the 
turn of the century, 
Phelps worked as o 
general practitioner in 
the early days of orchi- 
tecture to quolify for 
his license, ond re- 
ceived the eighth or- 
chitecturol license is- 
: sued in Texas. He has 
T A4 been President of the 
West Texas Chopter, AIA, and has served 
0s chapter representative on several nationol 
committees of the Institute Presently he is 
serving on the 
Civilion Defense 


Institute's Committee on 


Appointed o Lieutenant of Field Artillery 
in the Texos National! Guord direct from 
civil life in 1916, Phelps served during ond 
following World Wor |. He again entered 
service cn Navember 25, 1940, ond served 
until relieved from active duty August 28, 
1944. |n 1946 he was retired os Colonel from 
the Notiono! Guard Assigned os Deputy 
Commonder of the TSGRC on December 
6, 1947, he wos promoted to Brigadier Gen- 
eral, the position he held until his recent 
advoncement to Major Generol 


HERBERT TATUM, Vice-President of the 
Texos Society af Architects, is a native son 
af Dolilos, attended Dollas public schools, 
ond graduated from Texas A G M College 
in 1924. However, before opening offices in 
Texas, Tatum gained general architectural 
experience in New York City firms, and 
traveled in Europe during 1929. He practiced 
as o portner in Dalles from 1924 to 1942, 
when he entered the U. S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. Discharged 
in 1946 Totum pres- 
ently is commissioned 
as Lieutenant Colonel 
in the Officers Reserve 
Corps 


A member of the 
firm of Tatum and 
Quode, orchitects-en- 
gineers 2812 Foir- 
mount Street, Dotlos, 
since 1948, Totum hos 
been active with local, state ond notional 
activities of the professional architectural 
groups. He is o post President of the Dollos 
Chapter, AIA, o member of the Institute's 
Fee Committee 


RICHARD VANDER STRATEN (not pic- 
tured), Secretory- Treasurer of the Texas 5o- 
ciety of Architects, like President Phelps, is 
o native of San Antonio, having arrived in 
the Fiesta city about the beginning of the 
Twentieth century. Following groduation from 
the University of Texos in 1918, Vonder 
Stroten worked in other cities before return- 
ng to Son Antonio in 1922, where he hos his 
own offices. He is o post President of the 
West Texos Chapter, AIA, and o member 
of severol notianol Committees 


ARCHITECTS MEET THE PRESS 


By PATSY SWANK 
Executive Secretary, Dallas Chapter, ۱۸م‎ 


The managing editors of two Dallas daily 
poper both think architectural news is im- 
portont, both wont sketches — drown with 
newspaper reproduction in mind, both think 
the soundest bosis for an orchitect's public 
relotions is the work he does for his com- 
munity—outside the demands of his pro- 
fession. 

Felix McKnight, Dolios Morning News, ond 
Jomes Chombers, Dallos Times Herald, were 
guest speakers at the April 10 Dallos Chap- 
ter ALA. dinner meeting 


In answer to questions from President 
Arch Swonk, Chombers outlined briefly the 
newspaper set-up with the monoging editor 
ot the head of the news-gothering depart- 
ments, and working with the heods of the 
business ond mechonicol departments on 
mutual problems 

"The monaging editor has to see thot 
what goes into his paper is bolonced to 
meet the interests of a diverse reading 
public,” Chombers soid. “Architecturol news 
is importont, but lots of people also wont 
to know who the controctor is, the reol 
estote agent ond who is doing the financing?" 


McKnight exploined thot the News credits 
on orchitect in a story but not necessorily 
under the picture itself Reminding the 
architects thot the overoge reoder level of 
newspaper subscribers is 7th or 8th grade, 
he said "sometimes you send us stuff that 
we con't even understond Breok your tech- 
mico! phroses into simple words that any 
loymon can understood." 


lt was suggested, when moking sketches, 
thot most attention be given to deep con- 
trosts, without too much block, but without 


too much delicocy of line. Papers desire 
composition rather than too bore o sketch 
Pictures to be copied from originals, or to 
be retouched should be sent to the papers 
in time to prevent o last minute rush in the 
art department. Near perfect squore drow- 
ings reduce better for engraving purposes, 
the editors odvised 

"|f you con align yourself with plans for 
the growth ond beautificotion of this city; 
if you put something more into your com- 
munity then you get poid for, it will do a 
lot more good than your name in the poper, 
under a foggy picture," declored Chambers 

"Doctors work in teoms during the Com- 
munity Chest drives. Why couldn't orchitects 
do the some thing?" McKnight asked 

Asked why a newspaper could not run o 
column of orchitecturol criticism, Chambers 
said he felt o profession os such might not 
be criticized Both editors suggested the 
possibility of a column from the paint of 
view of evaluatian gf the design os ort 
Also, on anonymous column of onswers to 
orchitecturol ouestions 


Stores on odvoncement in professional 
methods, either in planning or in the matter 
of detoils, were requested by McKnight, ex- 
ploining that women are particularly inter- 
ested in such things, and women readers ore 
very importont 

Other guests ot the meeting included Don 
Moclver ond Fronk Longston, business editors 
for the News ond Herold, respectively; 
Martha Hand, home editor, ond Ken Hond, 
columnist, both from the News; Jack Krue- 
ger, city editor of the News, and Morvin 
Brou, the Associoted Press bureau, Dollos 


ARCHITECTURE — BUSINESS OR PROFESSION 
An Editorial 


Architecture — is it a business or a profession. This question 
is often pondered by architects. Actually, the answer to this ques- 
fion is unimportant, except thot exactness in definition can be 
helpful in clorifying the orchitect's aims, methods ond attitudes. 

The law, medicine, theology and pedagogy are generolly 
regarded as being practiced by professional people. As a begin- 
ning, let us acknowledge this fact. The distinguishing choracter- 
istic seems to be that these people deal in personal services rother 
than in goods. Goods furnished in exchonge for your money — 
such as wills, prescriptions, books — are incidentol evidence of their 
primary functions. 

The usual businessman produces or buys goods for sale, 
hence the manufacturer and the retail or wholesale merchont are 
typical businessmen. But what obout the distributor or the trans- 
porter or the salesman? They render o service, but generolly 
speaking, not a personal one. They are engaged in tronsferring 
goods from one locotion or ownership to another. Therefore, they 
are olso businessmen. 


A few occupotions combine the charocteristics of both busi- 
ness and profession. Opticians render a personol service when 
they exomine your eyes, then they make your glasses from orticles 
which they bought ond in turn sell the finished article to you. 
Also, the undertoker gives his personol services ot a funeral, but 
he hos previously sold the cosket which solved the finol housing 
problem for the deceased. Entertoiners on the other hand ore 
certoinly professionol people. They sell their own skills, but no 
goods. Obviously, there is a difference between the status of the 
entertainer and the merchant. 


To which category does the architect belong? Does he render 
a personal service? Yes, because he uses his own effort and skills 
to solve the individuol problem of another individuol or group of 
individuals. Does the orchitect make, buy or sell or exchange 
any goods? In the small office, no, becouse drawings ore largely 
personally produced by practitioners ond are only o means to 
an end, like the doctor's prescription; ond his end product (shelter) 
is neither bought, sold, mode or exchanged by him. 

On the other hand, he must have o knowledge of business 
ond know its principles if he is to successfully serve his business- 
man client. It will help too, if he can emulate this client in the 
conduct of his office. 


The production of drawings and the operation of a larger 
office with a considerable number of employees on the other 
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hand, requires full utilization of business principles. 


Here the 


architect buys the personal services required in the conduct af his 
offices. He, in effect, sells this commodity to his clients. In this 
instance the practice of architecture becomes a business. It re- 
quires organizational and financial ability in addition to personal 
ability as an architect. Withaut such cbility, the architect will nat 
lang continue in practice unless he has autside subsidy. 

A good architect does not have to be o good businessmon. 
To stay in practice, a good architect must be a good businessmon. 


HOUSTON PLANT 
EXHIBIT REQUESTED 


Panels showing the Coca-Cola Battling 
Plant in Houston, designed by Stone & Pitts, 
architects and engineers, Beaumont, have 
been requested for showing this summer in 
Hannover, Germany with panels from the 
VII Pan American Congress of Architects 


Shown under the auspices of the U. S 
Department of State ot the Nationa! Build- 


ing Exposition in Honnover, the exhibit will 
be the lorgest collection of distinguished 
contemporary American architecture ever 
assembled 

The request from the ۸۱۸ Committee 
on International Relations explained that the 
Coca-Cola Bottling Plant was selected to 
show an excellent exomple of Americo's os- 
sembly line industria! technique 

"Better than words, these graphic examples 
af America help to explode mony folse ideos 
about our country," the letter stated 


NEXT MONTH IN THE TEXAS ARCHITECT YOU'LL READ 


DESIGN FOR LIVING, by Joseph Hudnut, 
Professor at Harvard niversity This will be 
extracts from one of the keynote addresses 
at the Americon Institute of Architect's 
convention in Chicaga 


PRODUCERS’ COUNCIL IN TEXAS, origin- 
ally scheduled for this issue, has been de- 
layed one month to include a special on- 
nouncement about Texos chapters 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


June B—Meeting, Dallas Chopter, AIA 
Melrose Hotel, 6 30 pm 

June 12—Joint meeting, Houston Chopter, 
ALA, and Producers’ Council, Houston 
Chopter, College Inn, 6 30 pm 

June 18—Meeting, Centrol Texas ۴ 
ALA. Austin, 630 pm 

June 18—Meeting, Fort Worth Chapter, 
ALA, 630 pm 


June 21—Deadline for entries, Fort Brown 
Memorial Center Architectural Competi- 
tion, Brownsville, Texas 


September 17-20—American Hospital Assn 
Convention, St Louis, Mo 


October 25, 26——Twelfth annuo! convention 
of the Texos Society of Architects, Son 
Antonio, Texos 


JOINT RULES OF PRACTICE ADOPTED 
FOR TEXAS ARCHITECTS AND ENGINEERS 


The Joint Rules of Practice between archi- 
tects and engineers in Texos, odopted by the 
Texas Society of Architects ot its 1950 con- 
vention, has been adopted by the Texas 
Society of Professional Engineers ot their 
15th annuo! meeting 

Embodying the professional ethics af both 
Societies, the Document of the Joint Rules of 
Practice provides o statment of the relation- 
ship between the architects and engineers on 
construction work. Adoption of the statement 
climaxes more than three yeors work by 
members of the two groups 

John T Rather, Jr, Houston architect, 
proposed in o joint meeting of the Houston 
chapter, ALA, ond Son Jacinto chopter, 


1. PREAMBLE: 


TSPE, in November, 1947, that considera- 
tion be given to the formulation of a Joint 
Code of Ethics for orchitects ond engineers 


James H. Howord, engineer, and Tolbort 
Wilson, orchitect, working for their respective 
groups scw its adoption by the Houston 
chapters of eoch group early in 1949, ond 
this was followed by their recommendation 
to the state level 

Nat W. Hardy, choirmon of the TSA 
Committee on Professional! Society Relotions, 
presented the Joint Rules of Proctice to the 
1950 TS A convention where it wos approved 


The complete Joint Rules of Practice is 
printed herewith: 


For the proctice of Architecture and Engineering in the State of Texas, the 


Texos Society of Architects ond the Texos Society of Professional Engineers, issues 
this statement of conduct which is on ethical guide under ordinary conditions for 
business relations with the public and among members of both professionol societies 
All Achitects and Engineers have an obligation to observe it os such 


Il. DEFINITIONS: 

o. Primarily, the practice of Architecture ond of Engineering shall be defined os 
set forth in the respective Registration Laws of these professions os enacted by 
the Legislature of the State of Texas 

b. Each profession recognizes the other os on honored ond learned profession 
ond of equa! merit whose close cooperotion is essenticl at oll times for the benefit 
of the public welfore 


I. FIELD OF THE ARCHITECT: 


o. An Architect occepting commissions for projects which require engineering oid 
or assistonce sholl employ Registered Professional Engineers to da such engineering 


IV. FIELD OF THE ENGINEER: 
o An Engineer accepting commissions for projects which require orchitecturol 
oid ar assistance shall employ Registered Architects ta do such orchitecture 


Y. MUTUAL RELATIONSHIP: 
o. Architects and Engineers will cooperote to uphold the dignity ond progress of 
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each other's professions by exchanging general information and experience, and will 
foster instruction of students in their respective professions in every practicable way 


b. In any cose of dispute over questions of relationship between Architects and 
Engineers which cannot be resolved by discussion, and which threatens the omicoble 
relationship of the profession generally, or of individual members, the matter shall 
be referred to o Boord of Arbitrators composed of one member of the Texas Society 
of Architects chosen by the Achitect involved, ond one member of the Texas Society 
of Professional Engineers, chosen by the Engineer involved, who shall select a third 
disinterested party to sit with them, and poss on the matter at issue, ond who shall 
hove power by majority decision to make recommendations for oppropriate action 
to the respective societies. 


VI. PUBLIC RESPONSIBILITY : 


o. Architects ond Engineers shall interest themselves in public welfare on behalf 
of which they shall ot oll times apply their special knowledge, skill, ond training 
within the scope of their commissioned work 


b. The professions oppose the practice of furnishing to the public free engi- 
neering or orchitecturol services by a monufocturer, contractor, ond others, or their 
representatives, on designing ond planning work which comes within the fields of 
the Registered Architects ond Registered Professional Engineers. But this sholl not 
be construed as to prevent either profession from calling upon o manufacturer of 
speciol equipment to furnish full details of their product ond the odwontoges of its 
application in specific cases 


Vil... INDIVIDUAL OBLIGATIONS: 


a. Each Architect ond Engineer will fomilionze himself with the Registration Lows 
of both professions ond will not knowingly violate such laws. 


b, Eoch Architect and Engineer pledges himself to respect the honest business 
interests ond code of ethics of every colleogue and occordingly 


(1) Will not injure falsely or maliciously, directly or indirectly the professional 
reputation, prospects, or business of onother Architect or Engineer 


(2) Will not attempt to supplant another Architect or Engineer ofter definite 
steps have been taken toward his employment 


(3) Will not compete with another Architect or Engineer for employment on the 
basis of professional charges, by reducing or reboting a portion of his usual 
charges, or ta underbid the other ofter having been informed of the charges 
nomed by the other 


(4) Will observe thot the proctice of toking jobs on a contingency basis is 
definitely discouroged. 
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(5! No Architect or Engineer will review the work of another Architect or 
Engineer for the same client, except with the knowledge of such colleague 
or unless the connection of such colleague with the work has been terminated, 
ond he has been fully compensoted for the work olready performed 
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Advertising by Architects is disapproved by state and national organizotions 
ond will not be used. Advertising by Engineers will follow the recommenda- 
tions of the various state and national engineering orgonizotions, but engi- 
neers will not advertise in o self-laudotory or other manner derogatory of 
the impartial truth, or of the dignity of the profession 
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Will not take odvontoge of a salaried position to compete unfairly with 
either Architects or Engineers by doing professional work at reduced fees 


(B) Will not encourage violotion of these Rules of Proctice by an actual or 
implied promise of giving work 
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Will not change drawings or specifications prepared by onother colleogue 
and bearing his seal, without his knowledge and consent 


(10) Will endeavor to give recognition in news releases on projects to the major 
work of other Engineers or Architects 
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GULF STATES 
PAINT CO. 
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HOUSTON 3, TEXAS 
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LUMBER COMPANY 


5401 Lawndale 
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* TRIM 
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* REDWOOD LUMBER IN ALL 
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۰ 
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turn to Schroeder. 


T.S.A. COMMUNIQUE 


Central Texas Chapter, ۔فغاھ‎ 


Chapter members ore working closely with 
officials of the City of Austin in the formo- 
tion of a new building code. Chopter recom- 
mendotions have been invited for deciding the 
correct number of specified units in o build- 
ing, such os exits, inside fire stairways, ond 
other information. President R. Max Brooks 
oppointed one representative from each proc- 
ticing firm, and one from the University to 
mee* with city officials. Color slides of orchi 
tecturo! studies both in this country ond 
Mexico, token by Mr. and Mrs. Charles T 
Granger, Jr, highlighted the May 21, 1951 
meeting 

New members opproved by chopter: Corp- 
orate, Doyle Baldridge ond Alwyn G. Ganna- 
way Associate Clorence A Briggs ond Glynn 
L. Harris 


Dallos Chapter, À.I.A. 


Meeting one week early due to the con- 
vention, chopter members heord o review af 
the various types of insuronce related to the 
architectural profession. Speakers were John 
W. Richey of Houston, TSA insuronce 
counselor an the new Group Insurance Plon, 
ond John L. Burke, insurance counselor from 
Dalios. 

Dallas chapter officials ore now urging 
return of questionnaires seeking information 
on Foir Labor Standards Act 


Fort Worth Chapter, à. L.A. 


Edword L. Wilson, new director from the 
Texas Regional District to the ALA, pre- 
sented the third annual croftsmonship award 
of the Fort Worth Chopter to Clisby Ponder, 
a plumber, at the chapter’s May 22 meeting 
Ponder recognized for his work on many 
fine homes, received a diamond studded lapel 
pin. Hubert Crane, toastmaster, exploined 
that fine croftsmanship ond good citizenship 
ore the basis for the oword. The first award, 
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made in 1949, went to E. L. Crone, a car- 


penter. The winner in 1950 wos L. R. Riggs, TEXAS AUTOMATIC 
stone mason. President C. O. Chromaster SPRINKLER CO. 


cc Established 1922 
CONTRACTORS and ENGINEERS 
Houston Chapter, A.A. e 
| 
Most of the chapter's 14 delegates to the | " 
A LA. convention in Chicago joined Director UNDERWRITER'S 
Edward L. Wilson to bring a complete report | APPROVED FIRE 
of the meeting to members ot the May 23 PROTECTION 
meeting. The larger portion of the meeting e 


was spent in an octive business session con- 
cerning architectural legislation. The Allied Dallas Office 
Art Committee of the Houston Chapter, 2330 Summer Street 


ALA, is investigating sponsorship of on RI-9216 

annual city-wide Reaux Arts Boll, in coopera- | © 

tion with the other allied professions, ond | OFFICES IN 

patrons of the arts President C. Herbert HOUSTON—SAN ANTONIO—MEMPHIS 
Cowell presided LITTLE ROCK—NEW ORLEANS—JACKSON, 


MISS. AND OKLAHOMA CITY 


Paint Specification Booklet 


Architects, in ever-increasing numbers, are 
specifying Kuhn's Climatized Paints. Call 
or write for your copy today. 


KUHN PAINT COMPANY 
P. O. BOX 2218 HOUSTON, TEXAS 


You Can Depend On the Quality of 
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WHAT OUR READERS WRITE 


We congratulate you and the Texas So- 
ciety of Architects on your achievement in 
producing this most excellent new moga- 
zine. 

We know that it will be of great service 
to architects of the State and to those who 
employ architects. 

As editor of TEXAS MUNICIPALITIES, 1 
extend my personal greetings to you, your 
stoff and membership 

Yours very truly, 

E. €. McAdams, Executive Director 

The Leogue of Texos Municipalities 
Austin, Texas 

It wos indeed o pleosure to receive the 
Moy issue of the TEXAS ARCHITECT and 
to see how much progress you hove mode 
with your publication. Since the MONTHLY 
BULLETIN of the Michigan Society of Archi- 
tects is now in its 25th year, | can reolize 
whot on occomplishment you have achieved 

It seems obvious to me thot the first step 
in the furtherance of ony organizotion is ٥ 
vigorous and vitol publication. We connot 
expect to properly inform the public unti 
we hove first properly informed our own 
members. How else, then, can it be better 
done thon through the organizotion's own 
publicotion? | connot conceive of on or- 
gonization doing on outstanding job without 
such a voice. So much good work is being 
done by officers and committees ond those 
others willing to "lobor in the vinyord” and 
yet too often little is done to inform the 
membership. 

Those outside the profession ore inclined 
to judge it by what they read. | om glod to 
note that you plan to reach o lorge segment 
of the public. This is bound to be most 
valuable to the profession Many moy be 
surprised to know thot the orchitect is o 
very human person, and particulorly that he 
is practical os well os cesthetic. 

Sincerely yours, 

Tolmage C. Hughes, Executive Secretory 

Michigan Society of Architects 
Detroit, Michigan 


Congratulations on the new dress of the 
TEXAS ARCHITECT. It looks good, its size 
makes it usoble and the content is of a 
quantity and quality which will be reod 

We were particularly pleased with the 
significance indicated for school facility 
planning and designing 

Cordially yours, 

Joe R. Humphrey, Chief 

School Plant Section 

Texas Education Agency 
Austin, Texas 

It is with sincere appreciation ond grote- 
fulness that | send our thanks to you and 
the Texos Society of Architects for having 
selected us to be one of the groups to 
receive the TEXAS ARCHITECT 

The publication will be of help to the 
community in many woys | am happy 
to add a card to our periodical file for this 
publication, and plon to have o special shelf 
section for the magazine in our new building 
which will be completed September | 

Sincerely, 

Sylvia Pear! Stern, Librorion 

Lee College 
Baytown, Texas 

Ever since my visit to Dallos lost yeor to 
attend the annual convention of the Texas 
Society of Architects, I’ve been convinced 


“thot your organization is doing on excellent 


job af public relotions in behalf af the archi- 
tectural profession, not only in Texos but 
throughout the entire Southwest. 

The first issue of TEXAS ARCHITECT con- 
firms this opinion ond | should like ta con- 
vey to you, and oll members of the TSA, 
my sincere congrotulotions 

Cordially yours, 

Welton Becket, AIA 
Los Angeles, Colifornio 


| liked the first copy of the new TEXAS 
ARCHITECT. The little magozine is a great 
odvonce over the old, ond it is certoinly 
being edited in good toste 

Sincerely, 

Marvin Eichenrcht, ALA 
San Antonio, Texas 
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(Continued from Page 3) 
on the ways by which we might get this 
emergency over and hove it behind us, Mr. 
Nunn pointed out alse the possibility of losing 
our fredoms oll ot once by losing our first 
wot. 

He stoter further: "Our profession has 
never flourished under controls | see no 
reason to hope that it will flourish under 
them now, whether they turn out to be of 
long or short durotion It would be better 
if we could languish a lot per yeor for five 
years and then have the remaining fifteen 
in which to recover without controls thon 
to longuish yeor ofter yeor for twenty years 
under increasingly permonent continuous 
controls.” 


NPA Counsel Denies Charges 

Obviously incensed ot the charges mode 
by mony members of the construction in- 
dustry thot the NPA had not odvised with 
industry and followed industry's counsel in 
omending construction order M-4, Richord 
Bronson, ossistont general counsel for the 
NPA, soid he had taken every construction 
industry odvisory committee recommendation 
directly to NPA odministrotor. 

NPA speokers clearly indicoted thot NPA 
had no intention of delaying ony construc- 
tion projects directly effecting public health, 
welfore or safety. Approvol of these projects 
will be fairly outomatic under the new 
procedure outlined in amendments to con- 
struction order M-4 


A New Kind of Architecture 

Wolter Prescott Webb, University of Texos 
historion of the frontier, called the pros- 
perity of the United Stotes up to this time 
"the result of o new frontier boom which 
hos losted over 450 years, since Columbus 
discovered the Americon continent. He fore- 
cost creation of o new kind of architecture 
to meet human needs now that this economic 
boom is coming to on end 

Henceforth orchitects will hove few oppor- 
tunities to design new cities on clean 


ground, os they had in the post in this 
country Webb said “They will have to 
spend more time preserving old substontial 
buildings and rebuilding older cities to adapt 
them to current needs ^ 


Civil Defense Responsibilities 


Architects, whose talents ore generolly 
devoted to helping mankind to live better, 
in the years immediotely ahead will hove 
to deal with problems of sheer survival, Col 
Lawrence Wilkirson, New York stote defense 
chief, told convention delegates The orchi- 
tectural profession cannot escope substantial 
responsibilities in the civil defense progrom 


The former New York bonker soid defense 
preparations were lagging becouse it is not 
generally understood how seriously cities ond 
other torget oreos ore threatened, ond how 
the threot may exist 


Exhibits Highlight Convention 


Exhibits, led by the Honor Awords for 
distinguished orchitecturo! work, highlighted 
the four doys gathering of more than 1,300 
orchitects ond their wives. Also shown were 
winners in the onnual competition for the 
best Building Product Literature of the year 
There were olso fifty selected commerciol 
exhibits, which were chosen from many times 
thot number of applicants to give the archi- 
tects a concise, informotive review of cur- 
rent developments in building products 

One of the most interesting exhibits wos 
the orchitecturol drowings from which some 
of Europe's mast historico! buildings could 
be rebuilt if devastated by onother wor 
Sponsored by the Societe Monsort, the ex- 
hibits have been gothered for presentation 
to the Library of Congress of o priceless 
cabinet of thousands of drawings of the 
richly decorated high Renaissance archi- 
tecture in Fronce, collected in oll ports of 
Europe The group shown ot the Convention 
dealt with the vorious buildings ot Versailles 
silles 


Honored by Awards 
Bernord Ralph Maybeck, 89-year-old dis- 
tinguished California architect, was presented 
with the Gold Medal of the Americon In- 
stitute of Architects, the highest honor the 
Institute con bestow. The medal was ac- 
cepted in his behalf by his son in a most 
interesting ond somewhat humorous speech 
Other honors conferred were the Fine Arts 
Medal, awarded to Thomas D. Church of 
San Francisco, outstonding modernist in 
landscape design; Edward C. Kemper award, 
to Marsho! Shaffer, chief orchitect of the 
U. S. Public Health Service, and o special 
Citotion for Craftsmonship to the Corning 

Gloss Works for its Steuben gloss 


RAILROAD COMMISSION 
CALLS ATTENTION TO 
HAZARDS ALONG TRACKS 


Accident reports filed monthly by roilrood 
comppnies operating within Texos show an 
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increasing number of trainmen either killed 
or seriously injured by obstructions that are 
too near the track. The Railroad Commis- 
sion is making diligent effort to remove oll 
present hazards ond to prevent the construc- 
tion or placing of additional hozards 

The Texos Clearonce Law, enocted in 
1925, provides that no obstruction shall be 
nearer than BA feet to o vertical projection 
of the center line, or nearer thon 22 feet 
vertically above the top of roils of ony 
track. This law applies to objects of all 
descriptions, whether permanent or tem- 
porary 

The clearance rectangle, 17 feet wide ond 
22 feet high, must be free of obstructions 
24 hours doily. The Railrood Commission 
requests thot al! foundotion and superstruc- 
ture plons be corefully checked for required 
clearonces before starting construction, Addi- 
tional informotion can be obtained from the 
Railroad Commission of Texas, Austin 11, 
Texos 
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RIVOIRE AND POOLE 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 
2520 Huldy 
Houston 19, Texas 
ELECTRICAL AND MECHANICAL P. E.'s 


CONSULTING FOUNDATION 


Undisturbed Sample Borings 
Soil Mechanics Laboratory 


ENGINEERS 


GREER & McCLELLAND 


2649 M. Moin Movston, Texas 


To Texas Construction Council 
C O. Chromaster, Fort Worth — Choirman 


Advisory Council On School Plonts 


GEO. RACKLE & SONS 


COMPANY 


SERVICING THE SOUTHWEST 


LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE 
ROOF AND FLOOR SLABS 


o 
PRE-CAST CONCRETE JOISTS 
Now Available Up to 36-Foot Lengths 


HOUSTON 20, TEXAS 


P. O. BOX 15008 


ORchard 1736 


Looks and wears like stone... 


Costs so e. Doest so much! 


BONDSTONE, the marvelous man-made stone, will g ve you walls that duplicate 
all the charm, beauty and permanence of natural stone ot a fraction of 
natural stone's price. BONDSTONE can be applied quickly and inexpensively over 
any type wall (frame, brick, cement block, etc.). 


oko t: Ae snos P - WE-6627 


of TEXAS 


THE TEXAS SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 


THE TEXAS REGIONAL DISTRICT ORGANIZATION OF 
THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS 


